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San Miguel de Allende - 1987 

• Equestrian statue of Ignacio - relocated to El Mirador in 1985, 
now located in the traffic circle in front of the Plaza Real de 
Conde 

 
• The Lions Club of San Miguel de Allende - chartered in 

September, 1987 
 
• San Miguel PEN began their winter lecture series 
 
• Photographer-writer Robert de Gast first visited here to  
   be captivated by its doors 
 
• Nationally, the peso had devalued to 900 per US dollar. Peso 

inflation was a nightmare for the Mexicans! 
 



The Beginning 

 Amid all this creativity, growth, difficulty and 
challenges, a small group of expats began 
meeting in their homes on Sunday mornings to 
discuss whatever came to mind. This was the 
beginning of our Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship in San Miguel! 

  



A Very Small Group 

 Bea Miner, Ruth O’Neal, Doris Rogers, Libby Fierich, and 
Steve Johnson, Frederica and Steve Reisch, Bernie 
Weisman, Royal and Nancy Cloyd, George and Peggy Bell 
and Farley Wheelwright 



Early Meetings  

   

  Lobby of the Hotel Centro 

 

  Josh Kligerman’s Art Gallery (San Francisco 11) 

 

  First Sunday morning meeting – Organized by Royal Cloyd and 
 included a planned speaker and order of service for each 
 Sunday 

  



The first 20 years 











Patzcuaro trip, 2000 







 

 
 

 

 

 The Tenth Anniversary pins, designed by Bob Hesdorfer, 
and made by Jeweler David, were given to all members. 

  

Bill Knudsen - Held Thanksgiving at his 
home each year and hosted the tenth 
anniversary party.  Gifts of pins were 
given.  



Thanksgiving, 1997 



Thanksgiving, 2000 
Posada de la Aldea 



Freistaat, Oct. 2000 



UUA General Assembly, 2001 





Many social gatherings!! 























20th Anniversary Celebration Service 



20th Anniversary OOS 



2007 - 2016 

Discussion group following Victoria Colliers talk, 8/2014, Ileana.  
Cerso and 2016 Board,  



Day of the Dead Altar, 2016 Protest at the jardin c2016 



Three Wise Men 
Saturday breakfast guys 

Christmas carols in the jardin 



pizza party, 2014  





Past Board Presidents 

Steve Johnson  

Royal Cloyd, (wife Nancy created the original choir) 

Florence Ershun 

Peggy Bell  (She and Marge traded off several times…) 

Marge Zap  

Marian Wishert  

Bob Hesdorfer 

Lee Veal 

King Culp 

Jon Sievert 

Arlene Van Note 

John Simsarian - current 



Florence Ershun Peggy Bell 



Marge Zapp Bob Hesdorfer 



King Culp 



Jon Sievert 





Social Action 



Social Action 
UUFSMA Social Action and Economic Justice 

 
For a small congregation, we 
give a lot. Through annual 
grants, we strive to give at least 
50% of our annual income to 
nonprofits operating out of San 
Miguel. 
 
Our grantees are small (by 
world standards) and are 
carefully selected and monitored 
by the UUFSMA’s social action 
committee  



April 2016. UUs met at the Parroquia 
to present the new chairs and 
supplies purchased for S.O.M.E. with 
your “blue plate special” basket 
collection. Many hands were involved 
in buying, storing and delivering these 
items and the UU Board members and 
congregants were there to witness 
the presentation in the patio.  



Social Action in 2015 

  

Mujeres en Cambio provides about 150 

scholarships to girls in seven rural communities to 

help keep them in school. Frequently in the most 

rural parts of Mexico, if families can afford the 

required payments for books, uniforms and fees, 

the preference is to support sons. It is good for 

those boys, but not enough.  



Jovenes Adelante  

Jovenes Adelante is a unique support 
organization providing university 
scholarships, mentoring, computers, 
tutoring, and counseling to talented 
Mexican students from the San Miguel 
area who have significant economic 

challenges. UUFSMA members founded this organization 
in 2001; and the Fellowship has been a proud supporter 
ever since. 2014 is our fifth year of full funding for two 
students who recently graduated. (In Mexico, a university 
degree takes five years). In 2015, we will fund two other 

students. www.jovenesadelante.org 

 

Executive director, 
Robin Loving 



CEDESA is a Mexican nonprofit organizing communities for sustainable living in rural 
areas. CEDESA supports such things as alternative income strategies, rain catchment 
systems and sustainable gardening. Our funding support provided beekeeping 
equipment and community outreach assistance for 18 communities with construction 
of eco-technologies, backyard gardens, and beekeeping.  
 

Escuela de Educación Especial students “singing” to us at a Sunday Service.  

Apoyo a Gente Emprendedora is a grassroots Mexican organization that 
does microlending and sustainability projects in 16 local rural 
communities. This grant provides workshops and support to high school 
students to assist with employment and educational choices. 
www.apoyomexico.org 



Escuela de Educación Especial is a school for persons with hearing impairment. The school 
opened in September, 2012, and currently has 21 students enrolled between the ages of 4 
and 31. There are no publicly funded schools for the hearing impaired in Guanajuato. 
Hearing impaired children are either warehoused in a public school unless their parents are 
affluent enough to send them to a private school. This is our fourth grant to assist in startup 
costs for this organization. The school is working to state funding, but it must be accredited. 
Right now, there are NO written standards for accreditation! The school’s directors are trying 
to escape this conundrum by working with state officials to develop accreditation standards. 
In Mexico, this can be a very slow process. www.eeesma.com 

Feed the Hungry. This organization provides meals to schools in rural areas and in other areas 
of need. It also has established over 250 community gardens in rural areas and it provides 
educational programs on sustainable food production and nutrition.  
The UUFSMA is helping to provide seeds and supplies to start 30  
new gardens in rural areas. http://feedthehungrysma.org/  



Patronato Pro Ninos (PPN) provides medical and dental care to low income 
area children. Mexico recently has developed a fairly robust universal 
public health care system but it has a problem reaching children in the rural 
areas. Many rural families are simply unaware of their options. Others lack 
the money to even pay for trips to San Miguel or to specialists in places like 
Queretaro. PPN is focusing more and more on public outreach and financial 
assistance for things like transportation and lodging. PPN now sends three 
dental vans, five days a week to rural communities. They don’t leave the 
village until they have treated all the children of that village. (Dental care is 
not publicly funded). The largest van is fitted for a doctor for the Friday trip 
to provide routine medical care and screening for rural children. The 
UUFSMA’s funding is to assist with the organization’s informational 
outreach and educational effort and to help fund its Friday medical 
outreach. www.patronatoproninos.org 



San Miguel Literary Sala, Libros para Todos promotes reading 

by children in rural communities. This is the third year a visiting 

author writing for young adults about early experiences in a 

Mexican-American family will visit San Miguel de Allende. With a 

modest stipend, UUFSMA will provide books for the children to 

read in advance of the designated authors’ appearance in 

November of each year. The 2014 book was The Tequila Worm 

(English edition) or El Gusano de Tequila (Spanish Edition). 

Autora Viola Canales  

http://www.amazon.com/Gusano-Tequila-Spanish-Viola-Canales-ebook/dp/B00A414KEC/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1395634409&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Tequila+Worm+Spanish


Social Action Committee Grantees for 2016 
 

Apoyo a Gente Emprededores is an 

organization that helps people to help 

themselves. They sponsor a micro-lending 

program, student work/study program, and a 

program for elementary students to learn 

financial responsibility. UUFSMA helps fund 

the student work/study program with the 

outcome projection of at least 250 students 

participating in the workshops, 40 students 

continuing training and 10 receiving 

mentoring and placement in meaningful jobs 

or university.  Amount funded: 26,000 

pesos/$1,625 USD. 
 

Casita Linda has been 

building homes for families in 

extreme poverty for 15 years. 

UUFSMA supplies 10 houses 

with an ecostove. Amount 

funded: 8,000 pesos/$500 
USD. 



 Caminos de Agua (formerly CATIS-Mexico) has a mission to create 
“healthier more prosperous lives through practical sustainable solutions” 
involving access to safe and healthy drinking water, nutritious and 
affordable food and secure shelter. Caminos de Agua has developed a 
low-tech, low cost yet highly effective Bone Char Filter System for fluoride 
remediation from drinking water. UUFSMA assists with funding a pilot 
implementation of this system with 10 rural San Miguel families. Funding 
amount is 23,600 pesos/$1,475 USD. 

CEDESA organizes rural communities for sustainable living and 

supports alternative income strategies, rain catchment systems and 

sustainable gardening. UUFSMA funding facilitates work with 30 small 

groups on organizational and management training along with technical 

training within the programs they offer, such as alternative health and 
backyard production. Funding amount is 132,000 pesos/$8,250 USD. 



Escuela de Educación Especial is a school for persons who are deaf or 

hearing impaired. UUFSMA assists with funding the salary of a 

Director/Administrator who will help with achieving long term sustainability 

for the school, facilitating government recognition and securing grants for 

curriculum/training initiatives. Funding amount is 48,000 pesos/$3,000 USD. 

 

 

Jovenes Adelante provides university scholarships, mentoring, computers, 

tutoring, and counseling to talented Mexican students from the San Miguel 

Municipality who have significant economic challenges. UUFSMA sponsors 

scholarships for three university students. Funding amount is 46,800 

pesos/$2,925 USD. 
 



San Miguel Literary Sala, Libros para Todos promotes reading appreciation by 

children in rural communities through distributing books and meeting a different Mexican 

author each year.  UUFSMA helps to support workshops for training of rural teachers on 

how to teach reading and literature.  Funding amount is 9,000 pesos/$563 USD. 

 

Mujeres en Cambio provides approximately 150 scholarships to girls in seven rural 

communities in order that they may go to school beyond the 7th grade. UUFSMA 

provides scholarships to two Prepa and five Secondaria students.  Funding is 24,500 

pesos/$1,531 USD. 

 

Patronato Pro Ninos provides medical and dental care to children of low income 

families.    UUFSMA helps to fund the Public Health Information Campaign (radio 

programming). It is through these radio broadcasts that most new families find out about 

services and how to access the services for their children. UUFSMA also helps to fund 

the new psychology services program. Funding amount is 90,504 pesos/$5,657 USD. 

  





































  

Current members 

 

Visit our website 

http://www.uufsma.org/ 
 

http://www.uufsma.org/








































To the next 30 years!! 


